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f t  was uncomfor tab le  "  Each Sunday,  three or  four  adu l ts
wi th  deve lopmenta l  d isab i l i t ies  would  s i t  in  f ront  o f  me
whi le  f  was t ry ing to  preach a  homi ly .  Th is  went  on f ,or
about s ix months. Here I  was drawing on study of  the
scr ip tura l  tex ts ,  t ry ing to  g ive the context  fo r  these
wr i t ings,  the s i tuat ion the author  was address ing,  and then
trying to apply these same factors to the present t ime, and
espec ia l ly  to  the Euchar is t  we were ce lebrat ing together .
They sat  pat ient ly .  They were never  c r i t i ca l  .  They wai ted.

Then ,  one
with them
adults come
that they
preach to
presumeably
p resen t .

year  ago,  f  made a dec is ion:  f  must
f  cannot ignore their  presence "

e i ther  a lone or  w i th  the i r  fami
do not know what f  an talk ing about.

them f i rs t  and foremost?  I f

communicate
These young

I i es .  f  know
Why don ' t  f
f  connect ,
to everyone1  W r I l have imparted something

I share with you my experience of both wri t ing and
del iver ing a short  i lmessagett  f  or each of the Sundays in
th is  past  year .  Perhaps,  o ther  pr ies ts  or  catech is ts  who
pres ide a t  a  l i tu rgy  o f  the Word,  or  people  s imply  want ing
to  pray might  f ind  ny  comments  he lp fu l .

WRTTTNG
Remarkab ly ,  the cra f , t  o f  wr i t ing  th is  t rmessaget t  is  very
close to that of  wr i t ing a trmessage nt at  the end of a
symbol ic  sess ion in  the Method V ivre .  The d i f fe rence o f
course is that rather than start  wi th an awareness of my
I i f e  expe r ience ,  I  beg in  w i th  the  i nsp i red  sc r i p tu ra l
tex ts ,  those exper iences o f  the pr imi t ive  be l iev ing
communit i€S, wri t ten down and handed on. The Sunday
l i tu rg ica l  tex ts  are  three read ings.

I  beg in  by  wr i t ing  down a l l  the verbs.  I  want  ac t ion words,
those with an immediacy to them. Usual ly I  f i f l  one sheet
of paper with these verbs, not ing to whom they are
addressed, who is speaking them, and from which readinq I
t i f t  t hem,  mark ing  them #L ,  #2 ,  o r  #3 .  Somet imes  I  have  to
recast a sentence from t t th is was given to me by my fatherrt
to the more act ive rr the f  ather gave me this.  f f  When I  have
mixed mysel f  a  good pa le t te  o f  ac t ion s ta tements ,  f  an
ready to brood "

make a f  ew prel-  iminary sketches of sentences but al-  I  th is



i s  done ra ther  tenta t ive ly ,  not  t ry ing to  lock  myse l f  in to
anyth ing def in i te  unt i l  I  beg in  to  get  a  sense,  the
direct ion or aspect of  the Mystery present which seems to
me to be something more given than made. Sometimes I  work
two or three hours to dist i l l  the scr iptures into these
sentences o f  the r fmessage.  t t  My se l f  - inposeC gu ide l ines are
that the message must be:

Personal .  The message phrase alrrrays begins with,  stJesus
says to you. .  .  f r  f  assume the ident i ty of  Jesus in the
p roc lamat ion .  Th i s  i s  d i f  f  i cu l - t .  r  do  th i s  w i th
t rep idat ion.  I t  cannot  be an abst rac t ion u  t tH€ says o  .  .  ! t  nor
can i t  be condit ional  t rJesus might say "  .  .  t i  f  f  the
re la t ionsh ip  is  to  be personal ,  there  is  no escape "  There
has to  be a l l  the weight ,  immediacy and in t imacy o f  a
direct encounter between two persons ,  t tJesus says to you,
f  '  .  .  .  r rThe language of  scr ip ture  is  he lp f  u l  here  because i t .
i s  so  s t ra ight forward.  I t  has a l l  the ser iousness o f  an
eyebal l  to  eyebal l  exchange.  f  cannct  be pro fessor id l ,  o r
hide behind a role,  or become remote ;  rather I  t rave to
enter the ful l  weight of  the role of  the Christ  and speak
with His t tauthor i tyt f  ,  that is,  not wi th power but f  rom the
wel lspr ing o f  Be ing,  a  deep myster ious conv ic t ion.  There is
a simpl ic i ty and candor about this t t rat  is precisely what
es tab l i shes  con tac t  w i th  pe rsons  w i th  d i sab i l i t i es .

Present Tense. f  have to go to verbs gleaned from the
text  and p lace them in  the present  tense,  and o f ten the
f  i rs t  person.  t lHe wasr t  and t f  He wi l l t t  become r r l  amts .  The
text  can no longer  be a  d is tant  past  quote .  I t  i s  an act ion
begun in the past but operat ive and cont inuous and
s igna l ing a  fu ture .  The pat terns recounted in  scr ip ture  are
about occurances in the past,  but patterns which speak to
the imnedia te  present ,  the now,  and a lso the fu ture .

Christocentr ic.  f t  is  Jesus as the Christ  who speaks. f
t ry to ref lect  a pneumantological  Christology (  to borrow a
phrase of Yves Congar )  i  .  e .  i t  is  the rnan Jesus now anointed
who leads, directs,  acts and conveys by and through the
act ion o f  the Sp i r i t ,  and His  miss ion is  to  impa. r t  the
Spi r i t  to  us .  He is  the one whom the OId TestamenL tex ts
haunt ing ly  long for ;  the one who does not  see h inse l f  apar t
f rom the ano in ter ,  the Father .  He knows where He comes f rom
and where He is  go ing,  and why He is  here.

Theocent r ic .  Jesus is  a lways acknowledg ing His  abso lu te
re la t ionsh ip  wi th  the Father .  The Father  is  dominant  to  h is
consc iousness.  Jesus is  e i ther  rece iv ing f rom the Father ,
g iv ing someth ing f rom the Father ,  or  lead ing to  the Father .
He does not  see Himsel f  apar t  f rom the dynamism of  th is
re la t ionsh ip .  f  t  i s  that  I 'magni f  icent  obsess ion"  which f
t ry to have pervade any sculpted statement.

Kerygrmat ic .  r  am surpr ised cont inuous ly  by  th is  exerc ise,
t ry ing to  grasp the essent ia l  in tent iona l i ty  invo lved
wi th in  the tex ts .  Somet imes I  am successfu l ,  somet imes f  am
not .  f t  i s  a  poet ic  form and s l ips  through my menta l
f i nge rs  a t  t imes"  I  g i ve  an  examp le  o f  my  fa i l u re  and  my
la ter  cor rec t ion "  The occas ion was the 3  2nd Sunday o f

. * \



Ord ina ry  t ime  (B  cyc le )  ,  My  mora l i s t i c  e f fo r t
le f t  and a  more appropr ia te ly  kerygmat ic  e f for t
r i gh t .

1 S

I S

on the
on the

Prepare something for the
Father

not f rom your surplus
but from your want

A11 that you have to l ive on
And with and through i l€,

o f fe r  i t  t o  H im
to  b r i ng  sa l va t i on .

And then eat my cake
So as not be be empty

or  run dry .

The Father prepares something
for  you,

not  f rom His  surp lus
but f rom His want

AI l- that He has to l ive on .
He ( the Father )  o f fers  Me

to you to take away sin
to  b r i ng  sa l va t i on .

Come,  ea t  t h i s  cake  (Me)
lest you be gmpty

or  run dry .

Eucharist ic.  I  want the message of Jesus to speak al-ways
to  the r i tua l  we ce lebrate  together  now.  What  He is  say ing,
is  be ing enacted now,  under  these s igns o f  bread and wine
of  f  e red and consumed by th is  assembly ,  r rCome,  eat .  .  .  .

Synthetic The statements of  the message are not
ana ly t ic ,  not  break ing th ings apar t  but  l ink ing components
toge the r  i n  a  who le .  f  f i nd  myse l f  s l ash ing  ad jec t i ves ,
dropp ing verbs,  scra tch ing for  the essences o f  sentences,
ty ing sentences together which f  never thought of  doing
in i t ia l ly ,  F ina l fy ,  someth ing s tar ts  to  emerge and i t  has
to  be lean,  f ruga l  ,  sparse,  d i rec t .  My goa l  is  no more than
40 words that  d i rec t ly  connect  to  the read ings o f  the day.

Dramatical ly l ronic.  To place incongruous images side by
s ide br ings about  a  c lash o f  oppos i tes ,  and f requent ly
there comes about an insightful  harmony. Somehow,
s t rangely ,  these cont ras ts  f i t  together  and the new un i ty
that  happens br ings a  f reshness o f  percept ion,  such as in
the reading above ,  t tprepare something, not f  rom surplus but
f rom want r r ,  o r  r reat  les t  you be empty .  r r

DELTVERY
f  say the message three t imes,  turn ing to  three sect ions o f
the assembly .  Th is  repet i t ion  a l lows for  absorpt ion and
savo r ing ,  Th i s  i s  ak in  to  rec i t i ng  poe t r y  o r  o ra l
i n te rp re ta t i on .  I  p rac t i ce  be fo rehand  un t i l  f  am sa t i s f i ed
wi th  the cadence,  the rhy thn,  the mus ic  o f  the l ine .  A l l
th is  he lps  me to  speak the tex t  by  hear t .  Gestures suppor t
the words.  These gestures are  s ty l ized in  the use o f  the
head ,  f ace ,  eyes ,  a rms ,  I egs  and  bod i l y  pos tu re .

What  are  the resu l ts  o f  th is  past  year? I  am comfor tab le
wi th  whomever  is  present .  I  am espec ia l ly  comfor tab le  wi th
those who have a developmental  disabi  l  i ty .  f  address thern
d i rec t ly  in  the name of  Jesus.  f  know they fee l  addressed.
underneath the words ut tered, there is a qual i ty of
presence that f have to them and that they have to me that
moves me. This form of preaching t ies together the Li turgy
of the word and the Li turgy of  the Euchrist  in a
r i tua l - l i ke  way that  a l lows the assembly  to  res t  in  a
sacred symbol ic  menta l i ty  open to  prayer .

Rev.  Jarnes H.  McCar thy ,  D i rec tor ,  Spred Chicago
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Training
In t roduct ion to  Spec ia l  Re l "  ig ious

Education
for  Par ish  Chai rpersons,  Leaders  and
Ac t i v i t y  Ca tech is t s .  I - 6  p .  m  .  2 -L

Role  Or ienta t ion
for  Par ish  Chai rpersons,  Leaders  and
Ac t i v i t y  Ca tech i s t s .  1 -6  p .  m .  3 -1

l"992 SPRED EALEF{DAR 199?

Location
Center  |  2956 So.  Lowe Ave.  Ex i t

f rom Lake Shore Drive or Dan Ryan,
to  Lowe,  nor th  to  30th .  Center  a t
the corner  o f  30th  and Lowe.
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Spred
3 l s t
west

Qbservatisn
Tuesdays  (B ) ,  age  l 1 - t 6  7 :00 ,
Wednesdays  (D ) ,  age  22+  7 :30

Sp red  Cen te r ,  Ca l l  ( 3 f2 )  842 -L039
fo r  rese rva t i ons .

Planning
Area meet ings for  par ish  cha i rpersons

Spred Fanily Liturgtr
Spred Center Chapel o

F i r s t  Sundays , l l : 00  a ,n r .

Hay 3 Hamre/Spred DiFner Dance
at  the Mar t in ique,  95th  and Western .

l lass Intentions
May be

2 9 5 6  S o

sent to Fr.  James f i  "  McCarthy,
Spred Center
Lowe  Ave ,  Ch icago  n  f l  60616

{prd
SPRED, " ' /"2956 S. Lowe, Chicago, l l l inois 60616
312 ,842 -  1039  .  Spec ia l  Re l i g i ous  Educa t i on
D i v i s i o n ,  R e v .  J a m e s  H .  M c C a r t h y ,  d i r e c t o r
. Newsletter publ ished September through May;
subscript ion $10.00 per year.
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